
An Enduring Understanding . . . 0 
Idescri pti e n) 

snvolves the Hip ldeas tnat grve meaning and imsorfance to fa,,,. 
- -- - 

Endm-ing undcrstanclings ;are mndc up of the concepts, principles, and theories that weaye many facts info 
rcveal~ng and useful patterns. They involve the (few) organirlng prioriry ldcas that enable us to make sense 
nt 11,'1st I ~ S S O I I S ,  conduct current ~ncluiry, atid crentc ~ i c w  l<ncrtvlcdge, 

Such underskandings enclurc in t t ~ a i  they 'ennlale us to make vital and inlor.martve connections In our 
Irarning-as sturlrizts a i d  as ndults. For cxamplc, thc idm tlial "might does not make nght" applies to both 
playground disputes and intcrnationnl diplomacy, 

y not o 

An understancling is an inference, 1101 a fact, It IS a11 insight derived from inquiry. Key undcraandings in 
intellectu~l f~elds (r.g., in physics: Ohjrct.~ rrmtrin in mntmn nr a constant velnatv i [ l lo [ol-cr acts on them) often 
violatc common sense and cunvcntional wisdom. They arc thus uhcn prone ro rn~sundrrstandlng by students. 
These understandings therekore cannot he covcrcd; they t t~ust  hc uncovetcd. 

vide a r In for t rills. 

Tho~rgh skll1-based teach~ng in mathematics, foreign language, and phjfsical educat~on docs not seem to deal 
wrlth "under~tandings'' in most units, all skills dcnvc thc r  value from  he strategic pnnc~plcs t h a ~  help us 
know when arrd how to use the sk~ll, The understandings also lust~ry thr use ol a skpll (t.g, the S Z U ~ C ~ L  \\rho 
can explain why you sliould use a hent-arm pull in s ~ ~ ~ r n i i i i n ~ ,  frcestj*lc! 2nd cnablc tlie student to extend the 
use of thc skill to new situations (e.g., tlie use of hcnt-arm pull in backstroke?. 

tory, " 

An understanding is a generalization derived from ~nquiry. I t  is  he sprciCic insight ~ h a l  should t ~ c  inkrrcd 
From study of rhe topic (not just the stating of tlic top~cl-what {rant i th~  studcnt lt-a~~ing the study to rcnl- 
~ z c .  Note. The enduring undcrstandfng or a unit might be [hat thcrc is no sit~glc agrccd-upon understand~ng. 
or that people disagree aborll ha\\r the issues, [acts, lcxi sl~oiild be unrlcrst ood. 


